SPRING 2011 SCHEDULE
 

January 28
PROM NIGHT IN MISSISSIPPI (2009) With actor Morgan Freeman‘s support, Mississippi’s Charleston High School stages its first senior prom to integrate both black and white students. This documentary examines the perspectives of several seniors as they prepare for this historic event. A group of disapproving white parents, who refused to meet and talk with the filmmakers, organized a separate White Prom for their children to attend. (91 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_zAEGAZoFQ 
February 11
PRAYING WITH LIOR (2007) Lior Liebling, a Jewish boy with Down syndrome, spends his days praying endlessly to God, much to the delight — and occasional befuddlement — of those around him. Follow Lior, nicknamed “the little rebbe,” as he approaches his bar mitzvah. Ilana Trachtman‘s coming-of-age documentary paints a touching portrait of a family, while raising tough questions about notions of faith and disability. (87 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B14tlmbE4TE
February 25
THE ATHEISM TAPES (PART 1) (2004) Six renowned intellectuals debate whether God exists in these fascinating interviews with playwright and atheist Jonathan Miller. Highlights include playwright Arthur Miller discussing the anti-Semitism he’s faced and his disbelief in God. Other participants are biologist Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion; theologian Denys Turner; physicist Steven Weinberg; and philosophers Daniel Dennett and Colin McGinn. (Interviews with Colin McGinn, Steven Weinberg and Daniel Dennet; about 90 minutes).
 
March 11
THE ATHEISM TAPES (PART 2) (2004) Six renowned intellectuals debate whether God exists in these fascinating interviews with playwright and atheist Jonathan Miller. Highlights include playwright Arthur Miller discussing the anti-Semitism he’s faced and his disbelief in God. Other participants are biologist Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion; theologian Denys Turner; physicist Steven Weinberg; and philosophers Daniel Dennett and Colin McGinn. (Interviews with Arthur Miller, Richard Dawkins and Denys Turner; about 90 minutes).
 
March 25
THE CAMDEN 28 (2007) This stirring documentary recalls the trial of 28 Vietnam War opponents, mostly priests and devout Catholics, who broke into a New Jersey draft board office in 1971. Thirty-five years later, the participants — who were acquitted of any wrongdoing — discuss the reasons and tactics behind their famed efforts. A striking portrait of political activism, the film won two Best Documentary awards at the 2006 Philadelphia Film Festival. (83 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mngS24z-STE
April 8
CRUDE (2009) Filmmaker Joe Berlinger‘s provocative documentary explores the ongoing battle waged by 30,000 indigenous Ecuadorans and their lawyers against Chevron for dumping billions of gallons of toxic oil waste into the Amazon. Berlinger examines the environmental catastrophe — dubbed the “Amazon Chernobyl” — from all sides, following the drama as it moves from the contamination site to the courtroom and beyond, even landing on the cover of Vanity Fair. (104 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duFXuRnd2CU
 
May 13
BONHOEFFER (2003) This poignant documentary traces the life of German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was one of the first to speak up against Adolph Hitler throughout Hitler’s rise to power. Bonhoeffer organized the Confessing Church, the only structured revolt against Hitler, and turned to his roots as a devout Christian for the strength to take a political stand for Jews everywhere. (90 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-hS_90axHg
May 27
JOIN US (2007) Filmmaker Ondi Timoner’s fascinating exploration of the psychological impact of cults traces an unexpected group — a small Christian church in South Carolina. Realizing their minister has an unhealthy hold on their lives, determining everything from where they work to how they discipline their children, some of the parishioners decide to leave. Timoner follows them as they break from the church and try to put their lives back together again. (97 minutes)
Click for a preview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=On8NKZZvmqQ
   

