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UUtopia 
Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Salisbury                                                                 August 2010 

"Home of Liberal Religion on Maryland’s Eastern Shore" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 

Summer Series 

Please join us at 11:00 AM 
 
August 1- SOEL Food: Sustainable Organic Ethical Local Eating-Liz 
LaPosta, UUFS Member 

Plate Donation: Christian Shelter (Salisbury) 
Greeter: Judy Burns and Jackie Cox 
Custodian: Frann and Dick Weaver 

  
August 8- How Has Unitarian Universalism Changed Your Life-John 
Wright, M. Div. 
  
John received his Master of Divinity degree from the Starr King School for 
the Ministry, the Unitarian Universalist Seminary in Berkeley, California. 
His particular field of specialization is pastoral care surrounding death 
and loss. John now serves as Consulting Minister to the UUFS. 

Plate Donation: UUFS Ministerial Fund 
Greeter: Dottie Yeatman 
Custodian: Judy Burns 

  
August 15- Cakes for the Queen of Heaven-Karen Goyer, UUFS Member 

Plate Donation: MAC (Salisbury) 
Greeter: Kit Wright 
Custodian: Mike Goebel 

  
August 22- Committee Fair  

Plate Donation: Life Crisis (Salisbury) 
Greeter: Seth Cowall 
Custodian: Pat Hollinger 

 
August 29-Envisioning Our Future-Lou Hyman, UUFS Member 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜ άƭƛƪŜέ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿΚ 
Today we begin a Visioning process to set our dreams and goals for 
UUFS. This will be a free spirited (but safe) open discussion. We need 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ όƻǊ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘύ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΦ 
LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƳǳǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΥ ά5ŀǊƴΣ L ǿƛǎƘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜΧΦΦέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ 
most Sundays, come this Sunday and say it out loud. Your idea may be 
the kingpin of our success. 

 Plate Donation: Maryland Food Bank (Salisbury) 
Greeter: Bonnie Nay and Jackie Cox 
Custodian: Vicky Demos and Bev Moyer 

 
 

 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ -ÕÓÉÎÇÓ 
John Wright, M.Div. Minister minister@uufs.net 

 

Dear Ones: 

Here we are- our August issue of our Uutopia!  The 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ōȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜΚ  
All too soon, September will be upon us, and summer 
will be but a memory.   
 But before September there is August, and 
for this article I wanted to focus on our August 
programming, because it promises to be exciting, 
indeed! 
 Lƴ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ άǾƛǎƛƻƴέΦ  Lǘ 
will be about looking at what we do and how we do 
it, and seeing if we can do it better.  It will be about 
looking at the future, and what we want UUFS to be 
in the months and years to come.  And it will also be 
about trying to find ways of deepening our 
commitment- to a world in desperate need of 
healing, to our own spiritual growth and well-being, 
and to this Beloved Community. 
 Our Sunday services in August will reflect 
this idea in a variety of ways:  

¶ Liz LaPosta will start the month with her talk 
ƻƴ άϦ{h9[ CƻƻŘΥ {ustainable Organic Ethical 
[ƻŎŀƭ 9ŀǘƛƴƎέΦ   

¶ The next week, August 8, I will be leading a 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ άIƻǿ Ƙŀǎ UUFS or Unitarian 
Universalism made a difference in my lifeΚέ 

¶ On August 15, Karen Goyer will be giving us a 
preview of our upcoming Adult RE program 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ά/ŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦ 

¶ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нн ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ άIƻǿ ǘƻ DŜǘ 
LƴǾƻƭǾŜŘέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ά/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ CŀƛǊέΣ 
where we will hear about the many 
opportunities to serve our Beloved 
Community. 

¶ Our last Sunday in August, August 29, will be 
ŀ ǘǊǳŜ άǾƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣέ led by Lou Hyman 
(see LoǳΨǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ¦¦topia). 

 I believe our Fellowship is on the cusp of 
ΧǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  There is an energy, a vitality, a fire that 
seems to be going strong.  UUFS is dynamic, 
wonderful, and constantly evolving.  But it is up to us 
ǘƻ Ŧŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ άŦƛǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘέΣ ǘƻ 
lend our energy to that of our companions. 
 We can be timid, and if so, ours will be a 
timid fellowship, cowering in the darkness while the 
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forces of intolerance, ultraconservatism, 
rampant consumerism, and insane militarism 
continue to grow unchecked and unchallenged.  
 Or we can be bold.  If we choose this 
path, ours will be a bold endeavor.  We will 
speak out for justice and inclusiveness.  We will 
ōŜ ŀ άƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜέΦ  ²Ŝ 
will show our generosity of spirit, which will 
attract generous spirits.  We will search for new, 
exciting and inspiring ways to show our 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜέΦ 
 It is, in the end, you who make our 
Fellowship what it is and what it will be.  Come- 
help us find and articulate our vision- your 
vision.  Lend your voice and energy as we boldly 
Ǝƻ άƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ  Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ 

Wishing you peace and blessings, 
John 

 
 

 
 

Adult Religious Education 
Cinema Circle 

сΥлл ta ŀǘ ¦¦C{ ƻƴ ŀ рΩ Ȅ рΩ {ŎǊŜŜƴ 
SUGGESTED DONATION $2.00 

Discussion immediately following the film.  
Pot Luck Pizza, Snacks & Beverages. 

http://uufs.net/groups-activities/cinema-circle/ 
Questions: sethcowall@comcast.net 

 
August 13: THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 
(2008) When his family moves from their home 
in Berlin to a strange new house in Poland, 
young Bruno (Asa Butterfield) befriends Shmuel 
(Jack Scanlon), a boy who lives on the other side 
of the fence, where everyone seems to be 
wearing striped pajamas. Unaware of Shmuel's 
fate as a Jewish prisoner or the role his own Nazi 
father plays in his imprisonment, Bruno embarks 
on a dangerous journey inside the camp's walls. 
(93 minutes) 
 
August 27: WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (1998) 
Robin Williams plays Chris Nielson, a kind of 
everyman who dies in a car accident and goes 
straight to heaven. Overcome with grief, his 
wife, Annie (Annabella Sciorra), commits suicide 
and ends up in slightly warmer climes. 
Undeterred, Nielson embarks on an epic journey 
to hell (assisted by angelic Cuba Gooding Jr.) to 
find his despairing wife. Lush special effects will 
make this movie resonate in your own dreams. 
(114 minutes) 

A Year of Financial Transition 
(Finance Committee) 

The Fellowship ended the 2009-2010 fiscal year in a generally stronger financial 
position than it began. The biggest change was a more secure basis for funding 
ministry. When we first budgeted for quarter-time consulting ministry, we 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ Ŝƴtire year, let alone continue it into 
additional years. Even when we revised the budget in November to extend the 
position to June 30, we feared that the depletion of our Ministry Fund would 
leave the position unfunded for 2010-11. But since then, our members have 
freed up additional funds for ministry by pledging about $30,000 to our Into 
the Future campaign to pay off our building mortgage. From now on, we 
intend to make all mortgage payments from that fund, and with the help of an 
additional $13,000 in pledges, retire the loan by the end of 2012.  In addition, 
contributions to the Ministry Fund have exceeded expectations by over $2,000. 
 
Instead of declining as we expected, our total net worth increased from 
$146,499 to $154,087, about $36,000 of which is in cash and the rest in 
building equity. About a third of our cash is donor-restricted, the largest 
portion of which is the $10,000 already paid on Into the Future pledges.  
Another third is reserved for future building repairs and improvements. 
Although ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƻƳ ǳǎŜŘ ǳǇ 
most of the money previously set aside for building and grounds projects, the 
Board has created a new $11,000 reserve for building maintenance. 
 
Our main disappointment this year was that annual pledgesτnow known as 
Stewardship fund pledges to distinguish them from our other fundsτremained 
Ŧƭŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
pledged to Into the Future instead; almost everyone who contributed to the 
latter maintained their pledge to the former. Rather, the problem was that on 
the average the pledges we lost this year were larger than the ones we gained. 
Hopefully, this is a temporary situation related to current economic conditions. 
Stewardship pledges will need to grow along with membership if the 
Fellowship is to expand ministry beyond quarter-time or set new long-range 
goals. 
 
One other financial development of note is the transition to new accounting 
software called PowerChurch. (We deny that it was selected by anyone with 
megalomaniacal tendencies.) Our finances have become more complicated in 
recent years, with such complexities as donor-restricted funds, reserves, 
multiple pledge campaigns, employment tax withholding, plate collections for 
various causes, coffee sales, and revenue sharing with sellers of crafts. Our 
accounting system was becoming a Rube Goldberg contraption using various 
kinds of software spread across several different computers. PowerChurch 
gives us a single online file tracking membership data, pledges, contributions, 
accounts payable, payroll, etc., all accessible from computers in different 
locations. It is based on double-entry bookkeeping and standard nonprofit 
accounting, so it should minimize mistakes and generate organized and 
informative financial reports.  The Finance Committee will handle most of the 
changes with little fuss for the congregation, but we will keep after you to 
designate contribution checks with the fund to which you are contributingτ
Stewardship, Into the Future, Ministry or Social Actionτas the new accounting 
requires. 
 
Please direct any questions or comments about our financial condition or 
procedures to finance@uufs.net. 
 

mailto:sethcowall@comcast.net
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UU Community Events 

R.E. Clean Up & Cook Out: 
On Saturday, August 21, the R.E. 

Committee is hosting a kid's 
yard clean up at 4:oo p.m. 

Please bring cleaning supplies. 
After the cleanup we will have a 
cook out for the whole family. 
A signup sheet will be available 

for volunteers. 
Suggested food stuff to bring 

include:  hamburgers, hot dogs, 
chips, drinks, salads, desserts, 

paper plates and cups, 
Come join in the fun!!! 

Soup Kitchen 
In conjunction with 
Salisbury Urban Ministries 
and our partner Wesley 
Temple, our next 
Soup Kitchen will be 
Saturday, September 4

th
 at 

Grace United Methodist 
Church. 
We will need volunteers to 
help set up, make deserts 
(brownies, cupcakes, 
cookies) and cleanup. 
There will be a signup 
sheet in the Social Room.  
Please see Pat Hollinger 
for further information. 

Drum Circle 
Sun. Aug, 8 2010 6:00 PM 

At City Park fountain, 
Salisbury 

Bring a drum or other 
percussion instrument or just 

come for the experience. 

This is a free event; donations 
to the UU are appreciated.  

RSVP to Roma at 
romanomad@gmail.com and 

join the group to stay 
connected at 

http://groups.google.com/gro
up/sbydrummers 

PALS SILENT PEACE VIGIL 
Sundays 

 2:00-3:00 P.M. 
 corner of Route 13 and 

College Ave.   
Signs are available.   

Your presence is the message!   
In inclement weather,  

Call 410-546-1466 

U New to UU 
Sun. Aug 29, 2010 12:15 PM 

 
A brief, informal introduction to 
UU with time for questions with 

our Minister, John Wright 
minister@uufs.net 

Tuesday mornings with 
¦¦Ωǎ 

 
Meet for Breakfast 
every Tuesday at 

8:30 a.m. 
At the Lighthouse 

Restaurant on S-13, 
Court Plaza. 

 
Contact person: Naomi 

Reed 
410-677-3805 

naomireed1812@verizo
n.net 

 

Buddhist Study group 
Meets every Monday 

evening  
7:00 PM at UUFS 

We are currently reading 
άWherever You Go, There 

You Are" by Jon Kabat-
Zinn 

See the website 
www.salisburyzen.com for 

more information. 

THE PEACE ALLIANCE OF THE 
LOWER SHORE (PALS) ς  

Thur. Aug. 12, 2010  
Peace Action Planning 

6p Wicomico Public Library 
Downstairs meeting room 

http://sites.google.com/site/palsf
orpeace/ 

Contact Jackie Fritch, 
Coordinator, 410-546-1466. 

CREDIT UNION MEMBERSHIP 
(Finance Committee)  

If you are a UUFS member 
who volunteers in some capacity 
in the fellowship (i.e. serves on a 
committee) you are eligible for a 
personal SECU membership. 
Contact Finance@uufs.net 

 

ά[9¢Ω{ 5h [¦b/IΗέ 
²ha9bΩ{ Dwh¦t 

Friday, Aug 20, 2010 
Noon 

 At UUFS 
 

BYOLunch and enjoy the 
sunshine with friends! 

Newsletter Deadline 
20th of each month 

Your contributions are 
welcomed! 

 
Lara Nieberding, 

Administrative Assistant 
uufs@uufs.net 

 

Contact congress and the 

president!  Your views count!  
{ǇŜŀƪ ȅƻǳǊ άǇŜŀŎŜΗέ  .Ŝ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

on your issues!   
DŜǘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ άƘƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎέ  
sowpeace@juno.com 

Visit http://uufs.net/groups-
activities/social-action-

committee/ 
 

  An Invitation To Kayak  
       This is my annual invitation to kayak this spring through fall. I live on Johnson Pond which 
offers you an opportunity to paddle around the lake or to explore a wilderness area.  I have two 
kayaks, so you're welcome to bring a friend if you would like. Because my life preservers are 
adult size, unfortunately I can't accommodate small children. Just give me a call or e-mail to 
arrange a convenient time. Naomi Reed, UUFS Member(410 677-3805) or 
naomireed1812@verizon.net 

mailto:romanomad@gmail.com
http://groups.google.com/group/sbydrummers
http://groups.google.com/group/sbydrummers
mailto:minister@uufs.net
mailto:naomireed1812@verizon.net
mailto:naomireed1812@verizon.net
http://www.salisburyzen.com/
http://sites.google.com/site/palsforpeace/
http://sites.google.com/site/palsforpeace/
mailto:sowpeace@juno.com
mailto:naomireed1812@verizon.net
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We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 

 
t The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 
t Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 
t Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 
t A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 
t The right of conscience and the use of the democratic processes within our congregations and in the society at large; 

 
t The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 
t Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 
 
Minister 
 
John Wright, M.Div.  minister@uufs.net 
 
 
2010-2011 Board of Trustees  

President  Naomi Reed President@uufs.net 

Vice-President Leslie Finlayson Veep@uufs.net 

Secretary Judy Burns Secretary@uufs.net 

Treasurer Jeannie DePew Treasurer@uufs.net 

Trustees   

2010-2013 Dottie Yeatman Trustee2013@uufs.net 

2010-2012 Kim Greene Trustee2012@uufs.net 

2010-2011 Liz LaPosta Trustee2011@uufs.net 

 

Committee Chairpersons  

Building and Grounds   Barbara Waldman Building@uufs.net 

Finance Naomi Reed Finance@uufs.net 

Hospitality Frann Weaver Hospitality@uufs.net 

Membership Kit Wright Membership@uufs.net 

Nominating (Elected Committee) Seth Cowall Nominating@uufs.net 

Program Andy Pica Program@uufs.net 

Publicity Dorothy Yeatman Publicity@uufs.net 

Social Action Trish Greene sac@uufs.net 

Website   Ed Steffes Webmaster@uufs.net 

 

Administrative Assistant/ 
Newsletter Editor 

Lara Nieberding uufs@uufs.net 

Director Religious Education Trish Greene ReligiousEd@uufs.net 

 Religious Education Committee Jackie Cox 
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UUFS 

"Home of Liberal Religion on the Eastern Shore" 

2812 Old Ocean City Road 

Salisbury, MD 21804 

 

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

TO: 
 

Our Web site www.uufs.net  

Web resources:  

Unitarian Universalist Association:  www.UUA.org 

UUWorld Magazine Online www.UUAWorld.org 

UUA Bookstore Online www.UUABookstore.org 

Got Questions?  http://www.uufaq.com/  

 
 

Thank you! 
Your generosity each Sunday supported the 

organization or program listed here. 

6/6/2010 
$51.00Salisbury Urban Ministries 
(Salisbury) 

6/13/2101 $56.00 UUFS Ministerial Fund 

6/20/2010 $46.00 Planned Parenthood (Salisbury) 

6/27/2010 $51.00 UU United Nations Office 

  
 

http://www.uufs.net/
http://www.uua.org/
http://www.uuaworld.org/
http://www.uuabookstore.org/
http://www.uufaq.com/

