Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Salisbury

UUtopia

September 2009

"Home of Liberal Reliaion on the Eastern Shore"

Sunday Services
Please join us at 11:00 AM

September 6 - Water Communion Ceremony
Led by Karen Goyer

As we begin our new program year, our worship will
include the UU “Water Communion”. We invite you to
bring a small amount of water that is a reflection of a
meaningful place or event of significance to you this year.
The source of the water might be almost anything-- let
your imagination have wings. We will blend our offerings
of water as symbolic of our joining ourselves in
community to begin a new year.

September 13 - Wes Davis

Wes Davis is a rock musician, songwriter, businessman,
freelance speaker and writer. He is a popular local
entertainer and his varied background includes extensive
studies in spiritual traditions. His personal evolution has
brought him to an approach that embraces both the
mystical and the rational. Wes has been a teacher and
counselor to people from all walks of life, including many
in our own community. He speaks of universal human
wisdom with humor and insight and seeks to make every
moment a celebration of life.

September 20 - Peace One Day
John Wright

In 1999, British filmmaker Jeremy Gilley began a quest to
bring about a day when all wars would stop for 24 hours.
As a consequence of his efforts, the United Nations has
designated September 21 as the International Day of
Peace. In our service this Sunday John Wright will focus
on the peace making work Gilley has done, some of the
challenges to that work, and how our Unitarian
Universalist principles call us to join in this quixotic, often
frustrating, but ultimately vitally important work.

John received his Master of Divinity degree from the Starr
King School for the Ministry, the Unitarian Universalist
Seminary in Berkeley, California. His particular field of
specialization is pastoral care surrounding death and loss.
John now serves as Consulting Minister to the UUFS.

September 27 — Native Americans

Recognizing and celebrating America’s original founding
people, the Native Americans.

Mi ni ster’”s Musin
John Wright, M.Div. Minister minister@uufs.net

Dear Ones:

Welcome to this very special edition of our UUtopia! So, why is it so
special, you may well ask? Well, I'm so very glad you asked!

Do you remember when you were a child, anticipating the first day
back to school after summer vacation? | certainly do, though it was
a million years ago. Like all children, as June approached | couldn’t
wait for school to end and | loved summer vacation. But as August
wore on, | began to think about going back to school, learning new
things, seeing friends | hadn’t seen for months and making new
ones. There was an eager anticipation of the “next thing.”

That’s a bit how | feel about September here at UUFS. Of course,
many of us have seen each other all summer, but others of us have
been away. If you have been away, | invite you to come back and
give us another look.

Physically, much of our Fellowship building itself has a new look,
thanks to countless hours of hard work by some very dedicated
people. There is new carpeting in the Social Room, new flooring
upstairs, new furniture and a fresh, new coat of paint- even new
names for our RE rooms (check out the “Rainbow Room*, the “Surf
Lounge” and the “Chalice Club”) .

But there’s so much more to look forward to at UUFS! By the time
you read this, we will have had our “Homecoming” service, and the
ever popular “Water Ceremony”. In September there is our “Peace
Through Diversity” day, sponsored by our Social Action Committee
and then in October we will be having a “Blessing of the Animals”,
and, of course, in November is our “Count Your Blessings” service.
In between, our Program and Worship Committee has planned
services focusing on Islam, Buddhism, Native American Spirituality,
Wicca and Hinduism.

But wait, don’t answer yet! Because there’s still more good news!
Our RE Committee will be introducing new programs which promise
to be fun, stimulating, and give our students a firm grounding in
what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist and a liberal religious
person in today’s world. Our Cinema Circle, which meets twice each
month, will be dishing up some provocative and important films for
your viewing pleasure. Our choir will be singing some new songs.
We'll be holding informal conversations about Unitarian
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Universalism (our “U New 2 UU Series”). There’s clearly a lot at UUFS to be
excited about.

And there’s only one thing missing- you! UUFS is a Fellowship. What that
means is that there IS no UUFS without the hard work and involvement of as
many people as possible. Without you, our Fellowship is just that much less.
So if you haven’t been to the Fellowship in a while, and you’ve wondered what
we’ve been up to, | invite you to come and see. You won’t be disappointed!

Wishing you peace and blessings,
John

Greeters
Each Sunday these volunteers will meet
you at the door.

Save the Date!

gt 91 /9 1 b5 !'bL¢ 51
Saturday, September 19

11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

¢l wh! DI

As many of you know, September 21 has been designated as the United
Nations International Day of Peace. In observance of this day, our own Social
Action Committee, in conjunction with area groups and faiths, is holding a
“Peace and Unity Through Diversity Day”. from 11:00 A.M. —3:00 P.M., on
Saturday, September 19n the Salisbury City Park, directly across from "Ben's
Red Swings".

They’ve worked very hard on this event, with participants including Asbury
United Methodist Church, the Baha'’i Faith, the Center for Conflict Resolution
at Salisbury University, Peace Alliance of the Lower Shore, the National Peace
Alliance, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Salisbury, the Islamic Society
of Delmarva, and the Wicomico River Friends Meeting (Quakers), among
others.

As | stated in my initial letter to invite groups to participate, this will be a day
when “those of us who are committed to peace will come together and learn
from one another in an atmosphere of mutual acceptance. In a truly
multicultural world, we can and must focus on what draws us together, rather
than what separates us.”

Please plan to attend this very important “first annual” event and help make it
the brilliant success we all hope it will be. Bring a picnic lunch, enjoy peace
related music and activities for children and adults, take a peace walk on your

own or at 1PM with the group, and join in the celebration,

For further information, call Jackie Fritch at 410-546-1466, Cori Meek at 443-
359-0650 or see anyone on the Social Action Committee.

Hope to see U there!

Wishing you peace and blessings,

Sept. 6 Judy Burns & Jackie Cox
Sept. 13
Sept. 20 Kit Wright
Sept. 27
Treaters

Each Sunday these volunteers will set up
refreshments in the social room after

service.
Sept. 6 Al Beebe
Sept. 13 | Brandi & Christopher Beeseck
Sept. 20 | Christopher & Jenny Whittle
Sept. 27 | Richard & Regina Thek

Custodiars
Each week these volunteers clean our
Fellowship building.

Sept. 6 Judy Burns & Kit Wright
Sept. 13 | Merrill Burhans

Sept. 20 | lan & Leslie Finlayson
Sept. 27 | Frann & Dick Weaver

Plate Donations
Each Sunday’s donations made to the
basket will benefit the organization or
program listed here.

Sept. 6 UUFS - MINISTERIAL FUND
Sept. 13 | Urban Ministries (Salisbury)
Sept. 20 | The Peace Alliance

Sept. 27 | Amnesty International

Thank you!
Your generous donations supported the
following organizations.

Jun7 $97.00 UUFS - Ministerial Fund
Jun 14 | $50.00 Village of Hope (Salisbury
Jun 21 | $31.00 Salvation Army (Salisbury
Jun 28 | $90.00 Rio Beni Clean Water, Boljv

John
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Religious Education

For Yout h...
Welcome!

By Lara Nieberding, R.E. committee chair

So...you are sitting at a traffic light when you look at the bumper of the car in
front of you and you see this sticker...

Coexiot

Y=mc2

Photo credit:http://www.ﬂickr.com/photos/trostle/218724870/

It says “Coexist.” Itis written using symbols from Islam, Paganism, science,
Judaism, Wicca, Buddhism, and Christianity. It means America is a melting
pot of beliefs. We can live side by side despite our differences.

Gin a truly multicultural world, we can and must focus on what draws us
together, rather than what separates us.€
John Wright, M.Div.

The Religious Education program at UUFS focuses on “what draws us
together.” We believe a tolerance of diversity creates a peaceful society.
What exactly does tolerance mean? According to the dictionary, tolerance is
a fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward those whose opinions,
practices, race, religion, nationality, etc., differ from one's own; freedom
from bigotry. To us it means our children can learn about the many different
religions in the world. When our children learn about different religions, they
are given the opportunity to appreciate others. When we are able to
appreciate others, we build peace in our society.

Are you looking for a religious education program that will accept your child
or children?

Did you know one of the entries in the dictionary for ‘accept’ is “to regard as
normal, suitable, or usual?” Every child deserves to be recognized for the
unique qualities they bring to a program. We welcome all children. We
understand that children have something to contribute and we value their
input. We do our best to meet your child where they are in their emotional,
physical and spiritual development. A child should leave a church service
feeling spiritually rejuvenated. It helps them cope with the stresses in life.
Our program can be an oasis for your child.

Registration for the UUFS Religious Education program is now open. Please
visit our website for our registration forms. http://uufs.net/?p=662 Forms
are also available at the fellowship. We look forward to seeing you!

Trish Greene, Director of Religious Education and Elementary age teacher
Michaela Tedford, S.U.R.F. club teacher
Gisela Nieberding, Pre-k & Kindergarten facilitator

For Adul t g
Cinema Circle

at UUFS
6:00 PM on a 5’ x 5’ Screen
SUGGESTED DONATION $2.00
Discussion immediately following the
film.
Pot Luck Pizza, Snacks & Beverages.

September 11

DIVIDED WE FALL: AMERICANS I§
THEAFTERMATE006) The vicious
killing of a turbaned Sikh in the wake
of the World Trade Center terrorist
attacks prompts college student
Valarie Kaur to travel across the
United States to try to make sense of
a divided country. Interweaving
authoritative analysis with Kaur's
odyssey, this thought-provoking
documentary -- which takes viewers
from America's heartland to rural
India -- follows her attempt to
understand who counts as
"American" in times of crisis. (110
minutes)

September 25

PEACE ONE D/Y004) This
extraordinary documentary poses
the question, Can one individual
really make a difference? For
filmmaker Jeremy Gilley, the answer
is a resounding yes. For five years,
Gilley tirelessly dedicated himself to
persuading the United Nations -- and
the world -- to officially sanction a
global ceasefire day. This film charts
Gilley's passionate journey -- and
ultimate success in establishing Sept.
21 as the International Day of Peace.
(80 minutes)

Contact person: Seth Cowall
443-783-4901
sethcowall@comcast.net
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Notes from our Fellowship

Making the Most of Our Website

This summer the UUFS website, www.uufs.net, got a new look and
organization. We hope that our members and friends will visit the site often,
especially to keep current with the many things happening at the Fellowship.
Check out the “Upcoming Events” sidebar for a quick look at the next few
days. See the “Calendar” page for a longer view. Read any of the most recent
issues of UUtopia in the “Newsletters” section. Learn about our consulting
minister, John Wright, on the “Meet the Minister” page. Learn more about
becoming a UUFS member on the “Path to Membership” page. The “Groups
and Activities” section contains pages on each Fellowship committee, as well
as activities such as Cinema Circle and the choir.

If you would like a quick way of communicating with your fellow UUs on any
topic, consider publishing a post. It’s as easy as word processing. You just
need a password to access the site with Author privileges, which you can
obtain from Lara Nieberding. See the “How to Post” page for more
information. Please bear in mind that a post is a public document that any
visitor to the site can see. In addition to being listed in the “Recent Posts”
section, posts are placed in a searchable archive along with all the pages on
the site. Want to see everything that’s been written by or about John Wright?
Just type “minister” in the search box. Want to find out about the Soup
Kitchen? Just type “soup”!

We encourage Fellowship committees to contribute to their respective pages,
which can have subsidiary pages as needed. Think about what standing
information you want there for visitors or members. For example, the
Finance Committee page contains a FAQ document with lots of information
about making financial contributions. Committee chairs can obtain Editor
privileges so they can change their own pages, if they desire. Alternatively,
just send the desired information to the Website Committee and let us take
care of the technical details. We especially love photos! The Website
Committee has assigned a liaison to each standing committee to provide
assistance:

Al Beebe: Building & Grounds, Hospitality, Membership
Lara Nieberding: Religious Education

Monika Pawliuk: Crafters, Fundraising, Program
Dianne Spery: Buddhist group, Social Action

Ed Steffes (chair): Finance, Choir

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Our goal is to have a website that reflects the spirit, vitality and diversity of
our UU community. Please make the most of it!

Building & Grounds

Have you stopped by UUFS recently? We
feel you will be pleasantly welcomed by
our warm environment.

The summer of 2009 marked a lot of
progress on sprucing up our Fellowship
home. Many hours were dedicated to
painting, repairing, replacing and
decorating.

We are very pleased with the fresh look
of our building. We hope that you will
join us for a Sunday Service and check
out the fruits of all our hard work.

To the awesome crew of volunteers who
contributed their time and talent to the
UUFS improvements, on behalf of the
Fellowship, we send you many big
THANK YOUs! Your efforts are
extraordinary!

Committees Always Need
YOU!

Are you feeling left out? If you are a
friend of UUFS, we want you to know it
does not matter to us how much time
has passed since we last saw you, we are
always eager to see you. Sometimes
when people take a hiatus from an
organization they want to return but feel
uncomfortable or unsure of how to
rejoin the ebb and flow.

There are many ways to participate at
UUFS. If Sundays are hectic and you find
it difficult to join us for Service,
remember we welcome your input on
our various committees. September
marks the beginning of the UUFS year,
we hope you will see this as an invitation
to share your talents with us.

We look forward to seeing you soon!
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Our Events for the Month

Religious Education
Next UUFS Board Meeting CommitteeMeeting:

SOCIAL ACTION
COMMITTEE MEETING:| Contact congress and the
Sunday Sept. 6, 2009 president! Your views
9:30 AM count! Speak your
What would UU like to act GLISI OSHE
on? your issues!
Contact person: Committee Get a copy,
Liaison to the Board sowpeace@juno.com
Leslie Finlayson
410-749-7613 Contact information
fins1024@verizon.net below

Sunday, Sunday, Sept. 6, 2009
Sept. 13, 2009 Following Service
12:30 PM Upstairs in the Elementary
Room.
Contact person: Judy Burns,
Secretary Board of Trustees Contact person: Trish
410-749-7301 Greene, DRE
billjudy908@verizon.net 410-546-8110
greene@snowhillmd.com
Game Night
Friday Sept. 4, 2009 Buddhist Study group
7:30 PM Meets every Monday
Plenty of games and good evening
fun! 7:00 PM at UUFS
Please bring a game and/or We are currently reading
a snack to share, if you wish. "Start Where You Are" by
Hope to see you then. Pema Chodron.

See the website

Contact person: Naomi Reed | www.salisburyzen.com for
410-677-3805 more information.

naomireed1812@verizon.net

Second Saturday Crafters
Saturday, Sept. 12, 2009 PALS SILENT PEACE V

11:00 AM First & Third Sundays
Please call for a list of 2:00-3:00 P.M.
supplies and to make a corner of Route 13 and
reservation. Thanks! College Ave.
Signs are available.
Contact person Monika Peace is our only security!

Pawliuk 410-835-3616

¢ dzSa Rl & Y2NYA MidWeek Announcements
Join our email list!

Meet for Breakfast every Once a week on
Tuesday at Wednesdays, UUFS sends
8:30a.m. out an email with helpful
At the Lighthouse Restaurant information.

on S-13, Court Plaza.
To subscribe/unsubscribe
Contact person: Naomi Reed | Please send an email to the
410-677-3805 editor, Lara Nieberding
naomireed1812@verizon.net UUFS@uufs.net

THE PEACE ALLIANCE
THE LOWER SHORE

(PALSY Peace Action
a[ 9¢Q{ 5h ] Planning Meeting
WOMEN’S GROUP Wednesday, Sept. 9 2009
Friday, Sept. 18, 2009 7:00 PM
Noon Room 2, downstairs, at
At UUFS the Wicomico County
Library.
BYOLunch and fall into
friendship! Contact Jackie Fritch,
Coordinator, 410-546-
1466.

CAPITOL SWITCHBOARD (202-224-3121)
WHITE HOUSE COMMENT LINE (202-456-1111)

President Barack Obama, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW, Washington, D.C. 20500; e-mail at www.emailthepresident.com/

Senator Benjamin L. Cardin, 509 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510 (202-224-4524) Fax: 202-224-1651

Locally (in the old Post Office) — 129 East Main St., Suite 115, P.O. Box
11, Salisbury, MD 21803 (410-546—4250)
e-mail at http://www.cardin.senate.gov/contact

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, 503 Hart Senate Office Building,

Washington, D.C. 20510 (202-224-4654)

Locally — The Gallery Plaza Building, 212 Main St., Suite 200,
Salisbury, MD 21801

(410-546-7711) Fax: 410-546-9324

e-mail at http://www.mikulski.senate.gov/ and click “How Can |
Help You?/Contact

Congressman Frank M. Kratovil, Jr., 314 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 (202-225-5311) Fax: 202-225-
0254

Locally — 102 Turpins Lane, Centreville, MD 21617 (443-262-9136);
One Plaza East, Suite 103, East Main St., Salisbury, MD 21801 (410-
334-3072)

e-mail at http://www.kratovil.house.gov/index.html

I
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UUFS September 2009 Calendar

Sunday Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1) 2) 3) 4) 5)
7:30p Game
Night
6) 7) 8) 9) 10) 11) 12)

Custodian: Judy Burns 8:30a UU 6p Cinema Circle | 11a Second Saturday
9:45a Choir Practice & Kit Wright Breakfast Crafters
Greeter: Judy Burns & Jackie Cox
11a Service - Karen Goyer 7p Buddhist Study
Treater: Al Beebe Group
12:15p Religious Education Com.

Mtg

13 14) 15) 16) | 17) 18) 19)
9:30a Social Action Com. Mtg Custodian: Merrill 8:30a UU 10a Bike 12p Ladies Lunch | Peace and Unity Day
9:45a Choir Practice Burhans Breakfast Group

Greeter:

11a Service - Wes Davis 7p Buddhist Study

Treater: Beesecks Group

20) 21) 22) 23) | 24) 25) 26)
9:45a Choir Practice Custodian: Finlaysons 8:30a UU 6p Cinema Circle
Greeter: Kit Wright Breakfast

11a Service - John Wright 7p Buddhist Study

Treater: Whittles Group

27) 28) 29) 30)

9:45a Choir Practice Custodian: Weavers 8:30a UU

Greeter: Breakfast

11a Service — 7p Buddhist Study 7:30p New U-

12:30-U New 2 UU Group perspective

Treater: Theks members
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We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalfssociation, covenant to affirm and promote:

t  Theinherent worth and dignity of every person;

t  Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

t  Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;

t A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

t  The right of conscience and the use of the democratic processes within our congregations and in the society at large;

t  The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;

t  Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

Minister

John Wright, M.Div. minister@uufs.net

2009-2010Board of Trustees

President Karen Goyer goyerkal@juno.com
Vice-President Mike Goebel mgoebell2@gmail.com
Secretary Judy Burns Billjudy908@verizon.net
Treasurer Richard Thek Reg.thek@juno.com
Trustees

2009-2012 | Vacant uufs@uufs.net

2008-2011 | Leslie Finlayson fins1024@verizon.net

2009-2010 | Naomi Reed Naomireed1812@verizon.net

Committee Chairpersons

Building and Grounds

Barbara Waldman

Barbarwaldman77@comcast.net

Finance Naomi Reed naomireed1812@verizon.net
Fundraising Chris Whittle dr.chwhittle@comcast.net
Hospitality Frann Weaver Weaver-birdl@verizon.net
Membership Open uufs@uufs.net

Nomination (Elected Committee) | Seth Cowall Sethcowall@comcast.net
Program Andy Pica ajpica@salisbury.edu
Publicity Anne Balish thebalishes@verizon.net
Religious Education Lara Nieberding uufs@uufs.net

Social Action Rotating fins1024@verizon.net

(Board Liaison: Leslie Finlayson)

Website

Ed Steffes

Edsteffes09@comcast.net

Administrative Assistant/
Newsletter Editor

Lara Nieberding

uufs@uufs.net

Director Religious Education

Trish Greene

greene@snowhillmd.com
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Our Web site  www.uufs.net

Web resources:

Unitarian Universalist Association: www.UUA.org

UUWorld Magazine Online www.UUAWorld.org

UUA Bookstore Online www.UUABookstore.org

Got Questions? http://www.uufag.com/

ABoUT OUR FELLOWSHIP LY&ARS GKA& Aa&aa&adzsSX

CELEBRATING 51 YEARS! Programs page 1
aAyAaidSNRagela dza A

It is the mission of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

at Salisbury to become an increasingly diverse Volunteers page 2

community with differing beliefs and shared values. In Religious Education page 3
joy and mutual support, we offer spiritual nourishment, )
affirm the worth of each individual, and honor the Notes from the Fellwoship 4

democratic process. We encourage all ages to learn

and grow together while we work for compassionate Events page 5

justice in our society and on our planet. Calendar page 6
UUFS founded May 14, 1958 2 K2Qa 2K2 L) 3S
UUFS
"Home of Liberal Religion on the Eastern
Shore"

2812 Old Ocean City Road
Salisbury, MD 21804

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

TO:

]
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