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Sunday Summer Discussions 

Please join us at 11:00 AM 

August 2- Crisis in Darfur presented by 

Susan Lowry, a member of Asbury UMC 

and UUFS visitor 

August 9- Prayer presented by John 

Wright, M.Div.  What does it mean to 

pray?  Can we, as UU's, find meaning in 

the spiritual practice of prayer? 

August 16- Wicca presented by Liz 

LaPosta 

August 23- Camp for kids who have a 

parent who is incarcerated presented by 

Nancy Linck, a member of Saint Albans 

Episcopal Church.  

August 30- Coming Home presented by 
John Wright, M.Div.  This is the first 
Sunday of our regular services for the 
2009-2010 church year. 

 
 
 

 

Plate Donations 
Each Sunday’s donations made to the 
basket will benefit the organization or 

program listed here. 
Aug 2 UUFS - MINISTERIAL FUND 

Aug 9 UU United Nations Office 

Aug 16 Planned Parenthood (Salisbury) 

Aug 23 Maryland Food Bank (Salisbury) 

Aug 30 NAACP, Education (Salisbury) 
 

Thank you! 
Your generous donations supported the 

following organizations. 
Jun 7 $97.00  UUFS - Ministerial Fund 

Jun 14 $50.00 Village of Hope (Salisbury) 

Jun 21 $31.00 Salvation Army (Salisbury) 

Jun 28 $90.00 Rio Beni Clean Water, Boliva 
 

Minister’s Musings 
John Wright, M.Div. Minister minister@uufs.net 

 

Dear Ones: 

 
 In the newspaper recently was an article about the resurgence of 
Calvinism in America.  Clearly, I am no authority on Calvinism, though I 
can say with some authority that it was named after John Calvin (see what 
happens when you go to seminary?).  My limited understanding is that 
pure Calvinist doctrine teaches the total depravity of humans, that we are 
a fallen species as a result of Adam and Eve’s little snack, that each of us is 
predestined to spend eternity in either Hell or Heaven, and there is 
nothing we can do to influence the outcome.  God has already decided 
who will be saved and who will not, and that’s final- His infinite and 
inscrutable mind is made up.  The good news for some, though, is that if 
you are wealthy and successful, this is a sign that you are favored by God 
(so, lucky you- you get to be wealthy and go to heaven!).  
 
 We Universalists (and, to a lesser extent, the Unitarians) have 
never cared much for this negative view of humanity.  In the 16th Century, 
the Unitarian Michael Servetus was condemned and burned at the stake 
by- you guessed it- John Calvin (though, to be completely fair, Calvin 
would have preferred to behead Servetus, rather than burn him, but was 
overruled).  In 18th and 19th Century America, the Universalist movement 
of which we are the proud inheritors was founded in response to and 
gained tremendous support as a reaction against the narrow Calvinism of 
the time.   
 
 Calvinism is, for me, a rather bleak and pessimistic view of 
humankind against which I struggle mightily.  I DO NOT believe that 
humans are totally depraved.  Certainly, we are capable of inflicting 
horrific pain and suffering on one another.  But we are also capable of 
tremendous tenderness, kindness, self-sacrifice, and love.  Our history as 
a species is littered with atrocities beyond imagining.    But it is also 
illuminated here and there by acts of heroism,  integrity, caring, and 
compassion.  I am convinced that we humans can be angels or saints, the 
worst kind of demons or the most depraved of sinners and a vast variety 
of things in between (for some within the same lifetime).  But mostly 
we’re just…us.  Inadequate, flawed, struggling, we’re just trying to live our 
lives as best we can.     
 

Obviously, too, wealth does not indicate any sort of  
(Continued-next page) 
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Cinema Circle 
 

at UUFS 
6:00 PM on a 5’ x 5’ Screen 

SUGGESTED DONATION $2.00 
Discussion immediately following the 

film.  
Pot Luck Pizza, Snacks & Beverages. 

 

August 14 
SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET: (1997) 
Austrian mountaineer Heinrich 
Harrer (Brad Pitt) journeys to the 
Himalayas without his family to head 
an expedition in 1939. When World 
War II breaks out, the arrogant 
Harrer falls into Allied forces' hands 
as a prisoner of war. He escapes with 
a fellow detainee and makes his way 
to Llaso, Tibet, where he meets the 
14-year-old Dalai Lama (Jamyang 
Jamtsho Wangchuk) -- whose 
friendship ultimately transforms the 
self-seeking Harrer. (136 minutes) 
 
August 28 
YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH: (2007) 
Oscar-winning director Francis Ford 
Coppola spins a unique love story 
that combines elements of suspense 
and science fiction. Set in pre-World 
War II Europe, the film follows an 
academic (Tim Roth) who's 
metaphysically altered after being 
struck by lightning. This begins a 
spiritual journey through time 
toward divine love, a journey in 
which the professor grows younger 
and more enlightened even as his 
nation is on the brink of war. (125 
minutes) 
 
 
Contact person: Seth Cowall 
443-783-4901 
sethcowall@comcast.net 

(Continued from previous page) 

 
“divine favor”.  People of wealth can be both scoundrels and  
philanthropists.  The poor among us can be both saintly and wicked.  
Wealth, power and fame are far too fleeting for me to believe that they 
are any indication that “God likes me better than you”. 
 
 It seems to me that, like our Universalist forbears, the 
resurgence of Calvinism is an opportunity, if we are but willing to take it.  
It is an opportunity to counter that bleak and pessimistic attitude about 
the nature of humanity.  It is an opportunity for us to say, “Yes, humans 
are capable of depravity.  But that’s not all we are.  We are capable of so 
much more.  We are capable of working toward a world of peace and 
justice.  We realize that the world is not a perfect place, but we are 
willing to spend our strength, our energy, our very lives in working 
toward making it better.”  I believe this is the message we carry.  I 
believe it is a message the world should hear.   
 
 Perhaps someday soon my newspaper will have an article about 
the resurgence of Universalism. 

    
 
 Wishing you peace and blessings, 
  John 

  
  
  

 
“As I sat in the pews of my Calvinist church at 10 or 15, I was being 

trained to a male-dominated, hierarchical, controlled, and controlling 
religion and society.   
 
In contrast, the feminist Wicca I practice, as a pagan UU, is a spiritual 
acknowledgement of the legitimacy of women’s power with the Goddess 
as its central symbol.  And it acknowledges men’s power as well, just not 
the kind that dominates.” 
 
-Nancy Vedder-Shultz 
To Be In Touch-Wiccan Ritual Tikkun Daily 
http://www.tikkun.org/tikkundaily/2009/07/23/to-be-in-touch-wiccan-ritual/ 

http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Brad_Pitt/73919
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jamyang_Jamtsho_Wangchuk/20004490
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jamyang_Jamtsho_Wangchuk/20004490
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Francis_Ford_Coppola/19330
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Francis_Ford_Coppola/19330
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Tim_Roth/80231
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Our Events for the Month 

SOCIAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE MEETING: 
Sunday August 9, 2009 

9:30 AM 
 What would UU like to act 

on?   
 
 

Contact person: Committee 
Liaison to the Board 

Leslie Finlayson 
410-749-7613 

fins1024@verizon.net 
 

THE PEACE ALLIANCE OF THE 
LOWER SHORE (PALS) – 

Peace Action 
Planning Meeting 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 2009 
7:00 PM 

Room 2, downstairs, at the 
Wicomico County Library.   

 
Contact Jackie Fritch, 

Coordinator, 410-546-1466. 
 

PALS SILENT PEACE VIGIL 
First & Third Sundays 

 2:00-3:00 P.M. 
 corner of Route 13 and 

College Ave.   
Signs are available.   

War is rampant.  Stand for 
Peace! 

 

{t9!Y ¸h¦w άt9!/9Ηέ  .9 
HEARD ON YOUR ISSUES!  

CONTACT PRESIDENT 
OBAMA AND CONGRESS!  

CALL CAPITOL 
SWITCHBOARD, 202-224-

3121 / WHITE HOUSE 
COMMENT LINE, 202-456-
1111.  Send letters to local 
addresses to avoid delay 

for anthrax etc. screening, 
in D.C.  See SAC bulletin 

board at UUFS for updated 
addresses.  

 

Next UUFS Board Meeting: 
Thursday,  

August 13, 2009 
6:00 PM 

 
Contact person: Judy 

Burns, Secretary Board of 
Trustees 

410-749-7301 
billjudy908@verizon.net 

Game Night 
Friday August 7, 2009 

7:30 PM  
 Plenty of games and good 

fun! 
Please bring a game  and/or 
a snack to share, if you wish. 

Hope to see you then.  
 

Contact person: Naomi Reed 
410-677-3805 

naomireed1812@verizon.net 

Second Saturday Crafters 
Saturday, August 8, 2009 

11:00 AM 
Painting Ceramics at 

Chesapeake East 
Projects painted that day will be 

fired the following week.  
Chesapeake East’s studio offers all 
supplies and items to paint, from 

plates and cups to boxes and 
ornaments.  We’ll have lunch at 

their cafe, “Yum”.  

 
Contact person Monika Pawliuk 

410-835-3616 

 

“LET’S DO LUNCH!” 
WOMEN’S GROUP 

Friday, August 21, 2009 
Noon 

 At UUFS 
 

BYOLunch and enjoy the 
cool friendship! 

 
Religious Education 

Committee Meeting: 
Sunday, August 2, 2009 

Following Service 
Upstairs in the Elementary 

Room. 
 

Contact person: Trish 
Greene, DRE  

410-546-8110 
greene@snowhillmd.com 

Buddhist Study group 
Meets every Monday 

evening  
7:00 PM at UUFS 

We are currently reading 
"Start Where You Are" by 

Pema Chödrön. 
See the website 

www.salisburyzen.com for 
more information. 

Tuesday mornings with UU’s 
 

Meet for Breakfast every 
Tuesday at 
8:30 a.m. 

At the Lighthouse Restaurant 
on S-13, Court Plaza. 

 
Contact person: Naomi Reed 

410-677-3805 
naomireed1812@verizon.net 

Mid Week 
Announcements 

Join our email list! 
Once a week on 

Wednesdays, UUFS sends 
out an email with helpful 

information. 
 

To subscribe/unsubscribe 
Please send an email to 

the editor, Lara Nieberding 
UUFS@uufs.net 

 

 
 

mailto:naomireed1812@verizon.net
http://www.salisburyzen.com/
mailto:naomireed1812@verizon.net


UUtopia  4 

UUFS August 2009 Calendar 
 

Sunday Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1) 
       

2) 3) 4) 5) 6) 7) 8) 
10a Choir Practice 
11a Summer Discussion-Susan 
Lowry 
12:15p Religious Education Com. 
Mtg 

7p Buddhist Study 
Group 

8:30a UU 
Breakfast 

  7:30p Game 
Night 

11a Second Saturday 
Crafters 

9) 10) 11) 12) 13) 14) 15) 
9:30a Social Action Com. Mtg 
10a Choir Practice 
11a Summer Discussion-John 
Wright 

7p Buddhist Study 
Group 

8:30a UU 
Breakfast 

 10a Bike 
Group 

6p Cinema Circle  

16) 17) 18) 19) 20) 21) 22) 
10a Choir Practice 
11a Summer Discussion-Liz LaPosta 

7p Buddhist Study 
Group 

8:30a UU 
Breakfast 

  12p Ladies Lunch  

23) 24) 25) 26) 27) 28) 29) 
10a Choir Practice 
11a Summer Discussion-Nancy Linck 

7p Buddhist Study 
Group 

8:30a UU 
Breakfast 

  6p Cinema Circle  

30) 31)      
10a Choir Practice 
11a Service-John Wright 

7p Buddhist Study 
Group 

8:30a UU 
Breakfast 

    

 



UUtopia  5 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 

 
t The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 
t Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

 
t Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 
t A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 
t The right of conscience and the use of the democratic processes within our congregations and in the society at large; 

 
t The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

 
t Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

 
 
Minister 
 
John Wright, M.Div.  minister@uufs.net 
 
 
2009-2010 Board of Trustees  

President  Karen Goyer goyerka1@juno.com 

Vice-President Mike Goebel mgoebel12@gmail.com 

Secretary Judy Burns Billjudy908@verizon.net 

Treasurer Richard Thek Reg.thek@juno.com 

Trustees   

2009-2012 Chris Whittle dr.chwhittle@comcast.net 

2008-2011 Leslie Finlayson fins1024@verizon.net 

2009-2010 Naomi Reed Naomireed1812@verizon.net 

 

Committee Chairpersons  

Building and Grounds   Barbara Waldman Barbarwaldman77@comcast.net 

Finance Naomi Reed naomireed1812@verizon.net 

Fundraising Chris Whittle dr.chwhittle@comcast.net 

Hospitality Frann Weaver Weaver-bird1@verizon.net 

Membership Open uufs@uufs.net 

Nomination (Elected Committee) Seth Cowall Sethcowall@comcast.net 

Program Andy Pica ajpica@salisbury.edu 

Publicity Anne Balish thebalishes@verizon.net 

Religious Education Lara Nieberding uufs@uufs.net 

Social Action Rotating 
(Board Liaison: Leslie Finlayson) 

fins1024@verizon.net 

Website   Ed Steffes Edsteffes09@comcast.net 

 

Administrative Assistant/ 
Newsletter Editor 

Lara Nieberding uufs@uufs.net 

Director Religious Education Trish Greene greene@snowhillmd.com 

  

file:///C:\mc\compose%3fto=dr.chwhittle@comcast.net
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UUFS 

"Home of Liberal Religion on the Eastern 
Shore" 

2812 Old Ocean City Road 

Salisbury, MD 21804 

 

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

TO: 

A B O U T  O U R  F E L L O W S H I P  
 

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 1  Y E A R S !  
 
 
It is the mission of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
at Salisbury to become an increasingly diverse 
community with differing beliefs and shared values.  In 
joy and mutual support, we offer spiritual nourishment, 
affirm the worth of each individual, and honor the 
democratic process.  We encourage all ages to learn 
and grow together while we work for compassionate 
justice in our society and on our planet.         
 

UUFS founded May 14, 1958 
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Our Web site www.uufs.net  

Web resources:  

Unitarian Universalist Association:  www.UUA.org 

UUWorld Magazine Online www.UUAWorld.org 

UUA Bookstore Online www.UUABookstore.org 

Got Questions?  http://www.uufaq.com/ 

 
 

http://www.uufs.net/
http://www.uua.org/
http://www.uuaworld.org/
http://www.uuabookstore.org/
http://www.uufaq.com/

